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If you were so inclined you 
could call this issue, the issue 
of the biplane.  Below is a 
great photograph by Ryan 
McCon of Jim Farmer and his 
Gypsy Moth.  Further in the 
Mish Mash are some photos 
of Phillip Whiting’s rebuild of 
his PT17 that has been 
reborn as “Whiting’s Crop 
Dusting Service.”  And finally 
in the Show & Tell section 
you will see a couple of 
photos of Jim Farmer’s F3F 
Biplane that look awesome.  
Biplanes are a little nostalgic 
but who isn’t in the mood for 
a little nostalgia.  Lest you 
think biplanes are only about 
yesteryear, remember that 
several of our pilots fly 
aerobatic Ultimate and Pitt’s 
bipes as well. 
 
While working with these 
photos this month it made me 
think back to the couple of 
times that I have had the 
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distinct pleasure of flying in 
biplanes.  During my pursuit 
of aviation through the years 
I have had the opportunity to 
own and fly a hang glider.  
To tell you how long ago it 
was, it was an original 
Rogallo glider with a swing 
seat.  I have had the 
opportunity to pilot single 
engine and twin engine 
airplanes in the pursuit of my 
pilot’s license.  And recently 
took my first helicopter ride in 
a R44 over the Arkansas 
River.  None of those things 
replace the feeling of that 
first open cockpit flight in a 
Travel Aire Biplane. 
 
One sunny Saturday morning 
I was attending an Air Show 
at Drake Field in Fayetteville.  
As I walked around I spied 
the bipe and a man taking 
peoples’ money.  Not to be 
left out I ponied up and 
joined a complete stranger 

for the ride.    
 
There we a couple of 
things that surprised me.  
As we gained airspeed the 
engine was louder than a 
rock concert and the 
vibration made itself home 
in middle of my chest.  Just 
when I thought the fabric, 
wire and wood could take 
no more we lifted off. About 
the time I settled with that I 
realized this was not the 
sanitized flying of a 
commercial aircraft or even 
a Cessna but the raw, 
immediate sense of flight.  
Helping drive that home 
was the smell of cows 
down below as we did 
Chandelles over the 
pastures of Northwest 
Arkansas.  Too quickly it 
was over and we gently set 
back down to the tarmac... 
 
I was stunned and 
understood something 
about flying I had not 
captured before.  Flying in 
an open cockpit stimulated 
me in ways different than 
all my other flying had ever 
done.  It was great 
adventure that touched all 
my senses.  Almost like 
riding a motorcycle in the 
air. 
 
So if ever the chance to fly 
in a biplane put on a 
leather helmet grab a scarf 
and climb up.   Or just get 
yourself a bipe like the 
ones in the Mish Mash and 
join in to the bi-wing 
brotherhood. 
 
 Safe Flying!                                             
 

  

 

Let the editor hear 
from you. 
Paul Holland  
paul.holland@swbell.net 

Or  
501-851-6063  H. 
501-779-5523 C. 
501-851-2394 B. 
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Paul Fleming, Jr. 
 
MARCsmen don’t do a lot of control line flying thes e days, but some of the oldsters did a bit in the p ast.  A few 
still do and it is intriguing how many wrench their  craft into awkward flight regimes with a lot of of fset rudder 
because the principles involved seem not to be appr eciated.  The primary offense is in the direction  of the flight 
circle.  One learns early that the control lines mu st be without slack because the entire system of wi res controls 
through pull-pull. Yet, virtually every-one flies c ounter clockwise as viewed from above, which is the  same as a 
left-hand turn.  Elementary analysis shows that the  combination of spiraling slipstream against the le ft side of 
the fin and torque urges the model to turn left into  the control lines.  A clockwise circle employs the  natural left 
turning tendency to keep the wires tight, often wit hout any rudder adjustment at all.   
 
The photo shows a model of my design from 1947.  It  is hard to pick out but the control leads passed t hrough 
the right wing and offered a robust loop on the end s for attaching the lines internally  from below.  There was no 
adjustment of the rudder at all and the model alway s flew with tight lines.  It was mildly aerobatic a nd would 
loop but not fly inverted, mostly because the fuel system was before the clank tanks of today.  The en gine was a 
very reliable Super Hurricane 24 or 29 (I forget) w ith spark ignition.  Ten inch prop.  Fuel was white  gasoline and 
70 weight oil, mixed three to one.  Span 30”, area 145in 2.  Never weighed, but probably about 12 or so oz.  The 
fuselage was carved from a solid piece of balsa, th en hollowed out to about ¼ inch thickness to receiv e the 
controls and ignition parts.  There was a hatch on top (just visible aft of the TE) to access the flig ht batteries, 
two A size as I recall.  The wing was built-up with  planked LE and the stab and rudder were sheet.  Sp inner was 
carved by hand and trued on home-made lathe constru cted from hand-cranked drill.  The colors were Cub 
yellow with black trim.  Colored dope applied with constant-pressure fly sprayer, which does a very ni ce job.  
The performance was not too bad for the times.  It could maintain a circle with lines stretched upward  at 45° 
angle (about 1.4 g’s) indefinitely.  I placed secon d in an Arkansas state contest with a measured spee d of 65 
mph.  Engine probably turned about 7500 rpm to do t his.  The top guy was only about 5 mph faster.   
 
I always flew with a T-pole as shown in the sketch.   This arrangement applied up or down pressure on t he hand 
to compensate for imbalance so it was simple to adj ust to trim up the model.  The longer the handle, t he more 
feel transmitted to the hand. 
 
This model was stolen from the flight line when lef t unattended.   
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Its official spring is here and that means great flying weather so knock 
the dust off those birds and let’s go flying.  This month on the 14th we will 
have our Pancake Breakfast.   
 
This will be our first event with electricity at the field. We still have some 
work to do like putting in our sockets and wiring the club house. In the 
mean time we have power at our pole so help yourself.  I’ve already seen 
people use it so it must work. I would like to thank everyone that made a 
donation to the power fund and also thank the folks that helped install it.  
I’m not going to name names cause ill leave someone out.  You know 
who you are and the club thanks you. 
 
 
President Randy Womack 
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Phillip Whiting ’s rebuilt PT -17 aka Whiting ’s Crop  Dusting  
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ONCE A MEMBERSHIP CARD IS 
CREATED IT WILL BE PLACED IN 
THE PIN BOARD BOTTOM SECTION 
WHERE THE BLANK SLOTS ARE 
LOCATED. THE PIN BOARD IS 
LOCATED IN THE FIELD HOUSE. 
MEMBERS WHO HAVE NOT 
RECEIVED THEIR MEMBERSHIP 
CARD SHOULD CHECK THE PIN 
BOARD THE NEXT TIME THEY ARE 
AT THE FLYING FIELD. IF NOT 
THERE NOTIFY OUR PRESIDENT. 
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Open Membership (19 to 64 years of age) $60.00 
 
Senior Membership (65 & older) $45.00 
 
Junior Membership $10.00 
 
  Note: For Juniors, one parent/grandparent is encouraged to join as an Associate 
Member since the junior member, under the driving age, must be under their 
supervision at the field. The Junior membership fee is waived if a parent/grandparent 
joins as an Associate Member. 
 
Associate Membership $15.00 
 
Late Fee $10.00 
 
 
Membership fees for those joining during the year will pay $5.00 per month 
remaining in the year PLUS the $10.00 Initiation Fee.  
 
It is past time to renew your AMA and Club dues. 
  
  

New MARCs Member 
Welcome to the club! 

·  Clayton Frazier  
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MID ARKANSAS RADIO CONTROL SOCIETY  
(M.A.R.C.S.) 

March 01, 2007 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
The meeting was convened at 7:00 p.m. by our president Randy Womack with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
New Members :  Andrew Rausch 
                           Earnest Richenback 
 
        New Pilot:   None 
 
Announcements:  

·  Texarkana Club will have a big bird fly-in May 19-20, 2007. 
·  Power show in Brinkley will be March 09-10, 2007. 
·  East Texas swap meet will be March 10th in Tyler Texas. 
·  Edmond, Oklahoma swap meet will be March 24, 2007. 

 
Reports:  
February 2007 meeting minutes were read and accepted. (Actually no meeting was held due to weather) 
Treasurer report was given and accepted.   
 
Old Business:  
 

·  The MARCS club will pay (½) one half of the cost for power installation at the field.  
·  Whit Davis Lumber donated the pole for the meter & breaker box.  
·  Estimated cost of items to install power at the field is $326.00. 
·  Bill Roses will be the electrician in charge of installing the wiring, breaker box, and receptacles.  
·  The new web site is up and running and those who assisted in providing help were thanked.  
·  Ryan McCon would like members to send pictures so the can put them on the web site.  
·  Chili cookout is scheduled for March 03, 2007. 
·  We are planning on getting a couple more loads of gravel for the parking lot.  
·  It was reported that Stony Koons did not have any roofing strips we could use in the parking lot.   

 
 New Business:  
 

·  It was noted that if we are to remain a gold leader we must review the safety code(s). 
·  Marshall Burroughs presented suggested rules for testing for a helicopter rating.  
·  Motion was made and accepted that we accept Marshall’s suggestions.  
·  Motion was made to eliminate the band on flying helicopters at the MARCS field.  
·  Motion was made that we amend the written rules pertaining to helicopters. 
·  The 2007 Budget was presented and copies passed out to members.  

 
 
There were 25 members present.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Show and Tell:  
Jim Ault showed a “Miss Tiny” scratched build airplane. Plane has not flown. 
Jim Farmer showed a F3F model bi-plane powered by an OS 60. Plane has not flown. 
Mark Humphrey showed an electric Egret by the Wattage Company.  
Dale Womack passed around pictures of planes he had scratched built.  
 
Raffle:  
Two members each won a gallon of Fuel. 
 
 
 

����������� �

 
Show and Tell:  

·  Jim Ault showed a “Miss Tiny” scratched build airplane. Plane has not flown. 
·  Jim Farmer showed a F3F model bi-plane powered by an OS 60. Plane has not flown. 
·  Mark Humphrey showed an electric Egret by the Wattage Company.  
·  Dale Womack passed around pictures of planes he had scratched built.  

 
Raffle:  
Two members each won a gallon of Fuel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISH MASH 
Paul Holland, Editor 
110 Grenoble Circle 
Maumelle, AR 72113 
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